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Hello Friends, 
here’s how to use this 
week's free gif. 


Use this week’s stickers on the sticker board that 
came free with issue 81. The stickers are re-usable, so 
you can make all sorts of faces for Adder and Rollo. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 


credit card. wic! 
If you haven't got pont Ph 


all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 

1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 

part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 

Whether you're getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastem Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 
If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 
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7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 
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TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 
The foxes decide that they 


must fight the otters, to the 
death, if necessary. 
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DISCOVERING NATURE 
Test your reflexes in a 


ALL ABOUT...Night owls fast-moving game of Catch 
These night-hunters have the mouse, 
eyesight two or three times 


more powerful than humans. SECRET WORLD OF ... 

A compost heap 

Inside what looks like a 
heap of rubbish is a warm 
home to many animals. 
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A fiendishly fishy killer is 
on the loose — Kestrel has 
the full description. 
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Ranger and Charmer like 
the sound of a sunny 
Australian Christmas. 
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A donkey family make an 
appearance this week. 
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Spring had arrived in Farthing 
Wood, and everyone was busy 
looking for a mate. The animals 
thought things were looking up, 
but.the feud with the otters was 
far from over - in fact, it was only 
just beginning. 


Farthing Wood was carpeted with flowers. 
Primroses gleamed in the sunny glades and 
marsh plants sprouted along the stream’s 
edges. Frogs, toads and newts emerged from 
hibernation and hedgehogs woke and went 
about their business again. 


One creature, who had lived in the Wood for 
many seasons, was known as Sage Hedgehog 
because of his wisdom. During his long 
winter sleep, he had strange dreams. He 
began to describe them to any animal 
willing to listen. 


Chapter 4: 
Omens 


“I saw a place with many animals, like 
Farthing Wood. A beautiful, antlered beast 
stood on the edge. On one side of the ghostly 
white deer was broken ground, barren of 
creatures and full of the noise and danger of 
humans. On the other, rolling grassland and 
woodland. The white beast looked from one 
place to the other. It grew dark, the deer’s 
white coat shimmered like a pale beacon in 
the gloom and it disappeared. Then there 
was nothing but darkness. I believe there is 
a message in it; that it foretells the end of 
Farthing Wood.” 


A group of hedgehogs who were listening 
stirred uneasily. One said, “Dreams are 
dreams. This could mean anything — or it 
could mean nothing.” 


Sage Hedgehog looked at the animal, 
thoughtfully. “There’s a different air in 
Farthing Wood,” he said. 


“I remember when Sage foretold a great 
storm and urged us to take shelter and 
we —” began another hedgehog. 


“Yes, yes,” cut in another. “We didn’t take any 
notice and there was a storm and some 
hedgehogs drowned when the stream burst 
its banks, but it was just a coincidence.” 


“T beg all of you, be on your guard,” Sage 
Hedgehog warned them, as he went off. 


Other animals heard about Sage’s vision of 
the white deer. The squirrels and rabbits 
were unsettled, as it didn’t take much to 
make them jumpy, but the weasels and stoats 
laughed at Sage Hedgehog behind his back. 


“There’s no fool like an old fool,” laughed 
Quick Weasel. “There’s always been a 
Farthing Wood and there always will be.” 


’ The otters were enjoying the spring 


gathering of frogs and newts. Smooth Otter, 
meanwhile, continued to steal prey, but now 
he steered clear of the foxes and took from 
younger or weaker animals. 


A young badger, a male cub, had been about 
to eat a pigeon fledgling that had fallen 
from its nest. Smooth Otter dashed in, 
flicked the bird to one side with his paw and 
made off with it. 


“You’re a cumbersome lot, how you woodland 
animals suffer when we otters are on your 
heels,” Smooth Otter boasted. He moved 
away a little in case the badger decided to 
react to his comments. 


Young Badger wasn’t impressed. “Why do 
you do this?” he asked. “Eating isn’t a game.” 
His father had always told him that all the 
animals should try to get along together. 


Smooth Otter chuckled. “We just enjoy life. 
Too bad most of you are such a dull lot!” he 
said, and bounded away. 


When the glut of frogs was over for spring, 
the otters had no choice but to return to 
hunting small mammals. The other animals 
of Farthing Wood sensed there was a crisis 
about to happen. 


After a meeting in the copse, the foxes agreed 
to take action. The following night, they 
trotted quietly through the depths of the 
wood with Stout Fox and Lean Vixen at the 
head. They intended to forestall the otters 
close by the stream. 


The setting sun was glistening on the water, 
turning it blood red. The foxes stood silently. 


“It’s an omen,” whispered a youngster. “Blood 
will be shed.” 


Stout Fox murmured grimly, “Yes, I fear 
blood will flow if the otters persist in 
their ways.” 

“You can count on it,” Lean Vixen snarled. 
“Before the Wood is in leaf.” 


There was something strangely quiet about 
that evening. The atmosphere was incredibly 
still. A spring breeze blew across the 
grassland. Nothing stirred. Not a single 
otter appeared. “Just give them time,” said 
Lean Vixen. 


Then, at last, there was movement. 
Something approached, then turned and set 
off in another direction. 


“Follow it,” Lean Vixen yapped. The 
creature, which was an otter, far from 
taking fright, stood its ground. The foxes 
stopped dead in their tracks, surprised at 
the animal’s boldness. 


An abridgement of FARTHING WOOD - THE ADVENTURE BEGINS by Colin Dann, published by Hutchinson Children’s Books at £8.99 


All About..x2 


6GHi! I'm Polecat, one of the rarest 
mammals in the British Isles. Can you | 
think of another British mammal with a 
face mask a bit like mine? Badger, of 
course, and we both belong to the same 
family, called Mustelids. I'm a lot 
smaller than Badger, but bigger than 
Stoat, who's also related to me. 
I live in woods and farmland in valleys, 
mainly in Wales, but at one time my 
4 ancestors lived all round Britain (but 
never in Ireland). | particularly like damp 
places where | can hunt for frogs. | live 
on my own, and don't usually venture out 
until dusk. Unlike Pine marten, who can 
Like other Mustelids, | have a long, slim body, 
scramble up the branches of a tree, | short legs, and glands under my tail that 


don't like climbing.99 give off a powerful smell. We males grow to 
| about 55cm, but our females are smaller - 
about 50cm long. We both have an undercoat 
We mate with a female in of pale fur and an outer coat of brownish black 
spring. Then she makes a guard hairs. In winter, when our underfur is 
nest out of leaves and thicker and longer, we look quite pale. We have 
grass, usually in a burrow. white patches round the mouth, cheek and 
Six weeks later, she gives forehead and on the tips of our rounded ears. 
birth to between three and We have a black band across the nose and 
seven babies. They are eyes. My face is quite blunt, but our females 
born blind, deaf and naked, navel @ Mote polnked taee: 
but they straightaway grow 
their first coat, which is 
white. Gradually it changes 
to brown and they start to 
develop the face 
markings. By the 
time they are two 


Weasel’s Easel 


Our Scientific name, the \ 
Latin word putorius | 


months old they are ‘4 
readiiGmeaut on r means foul smelling’, Ky % i 4 Polecats move about on their own, usually 
hunting trips with ‘ a People often used a: e& anit es They aiovegiely ioral to 
their mother. The' 0 C4 spot. But sometimes you mi catch sig 
eee aac Bid ; 4s foulmart. This is 7 * of one near farm buildings during the day or 
behind her, in a We give off 3 in the headlights of a car at night. oie 
single file. particu, far 7 headlights pick out their lighter underfur so 
- tom Y stinky smelf Ne Ws, that they look almost white. Their tracks 
our anal glands, Ad ye and droppings are very similar to those of 
| | ae 


* @ escaped Ferrets and of Minks. 


All About... 


Self defence 


66Although we have 
powerful jaws and sharp 
teeth for grabbing and 
killing our prey, we have a 


special defence for dealing 


with animals that are 


bigger than us, such as the 


wolves and lynxes that 
used to roam Britain. We 


squirt a really smelly liquid 


from the glands under our 
tail to put them off.99 


Nowadays, we mainly use our 
smelly liquid to mark tree 
stumps, stones and other raised 
things in our territory, which 
usually covers about one square 
kilometre. Normally, if an intruder 
trespasses in my territory, | 
follow it, sniffing and leaping 


around it. But if it trespasses? Q) - 


during the breeding season, 
when | am courting a female, | 
fight it straightaway. We grip 
each other at the neck and roll 
over on the ground until one of 
us gives up and slinks away. 


| keep low to the ground 
when I’m hunting, using 
my excellent sense of 
smell to find rabbits, 
small rodents, frogs, birds 
and insects. | usually kill 
my prey with a bite to the 
back of the neck. 
Sometimes | build up a 
larder of fresh food, such 
as frogs, which | store in 
a chamber in one of my 
underground dens. 


el 
agol’s E88 


cats are usually 

ae) shy and will 
run away from humans. 
However, when 4 mother 
is defending her young, 

she will bite any dog 

or human who 
threatens her“ 


We 


CLOSE RELATIONS 


A Ferret is a polecat that has been tamed by 


Naturalists call me a Western polecat. Members of 


my species are found right across Europe, except for 
the north and extreme south. Another polecat lives in 
the dry grasslands of eastern Europe and Asia. It is 
called the Steppe polecat and is much lighter than | 
am and is out more during the daytime. 


humans. It is usually creamy white and is used to 
chase rabbits out of their burrows. In some parts 
of Britain, especially on some Scoitish islands, 
Ferrets have gone wild. They survive on these 
islands because there are plenty of rabbits for 
them to eat and there are very few other 
predators. Ferrets sometimes breed with 
polecats. Their young, which are called 
polecat-ferrets, look very like polecats, except 
they are usually a bit paler. 


INCREASING NUMBERS 
Although polecats were probably common in 
Britain until the 1800s, by 1915 they survived only 
in a small part of central Wales. This is because 
they were regarded as vermin by farmers who 
kept poultry and by gamekeepers, and were shot 
or trapped. People who hunted rabbits for their 
fur or as food also trapped them because they 
preyed on the rabbits. 

During the First World War many gamekeepers 
and farmworkers left Britain to fight. As a result, 


Another of my relatives who looks quite like me 
is the American mink. It is about the same 
size and shape as me but its face markings are 
different - it is dark brown, apart from a small 
white patch on the chin. Minks stay close to 
fresh water and are strong swimmers. You are 
more likely to see them during the day than 
one of us polecats. They have spread all round 
Britain and Ireland since they first escaped 
from fur farms in the 1950s. 


the polecats started to increase in numbers and 
move out from Wales. Commercial rabbit trapping 
stopped in the 1950s and the polecats continued 
to spread. They have now settled in the lowlands 
of at least seven English counties close to Wales. 
They have even been spotted in Derbyshire and 
Oxfordshire. 

Naturalists still need to discover much more 
about their life style so that they can make sure 
that polecats are able to survive alongside our 
other native wild creatures. 


/, How To Draw <= 
Bolour Senge 


Do you think you have good colour sense? It’s . 
not just a case of picking colours by chance 
and hoping that they go together. There’s 
actually a kind of science involved, and we’re 
going to explain the basics here, so you can 
use colour more effectively in your drawings. 


COMPLEMENTARIES 
Opposite every colour on the wheel is its 
complementary. In theory, if you mix a colour with its 
complementary colour, such as red and green, or blue 
and orange, you get black. It’s more useful to 
remember that if you put two complementaries next 
to each other, they look much stronger. So, red next 
to green looks really hot and sizzling; blue near 
orange looks very deep and vibrant, and so on. 

You don’t necessarily need to remember what each 


USING THE THEORY 


How can you make complementaries 
work for you in your paintings? 


The colour wheel 


Draw a circle and divide it into six equal 
sections. Colour them in like we’ve done. This 
is a colour wheel, and it’s very helpful in 
learning about colour. 


Try painting a tomato. 
Give it a shadow. You 
probably think 


PRIMARIES AND SECONDARIES \ shadows should be 
The three primary colours on the wheel are red, \ grey, but use a 
yellow and blue. They are ‘pure’ colours, which \ complementary 


instead. So, for your 
red tomato, use a 
green-tinged shadow. 
Doesn't your tomato 
look even redder now? 


means you can’t make them by mixing other colours. \ 
Between the three primaries are the secondary \ 
colours, which are made by mixing. So, if you mix red \ 
and blue paint you get violet; yellow and blue make 
green; and yellow and red make orange. \ 


wills 
alld 


colour’s complementary is, your eyes can work it 
out for you. 

Look hard at the dot in the middle of the coloured 
squares for about a minute. Then look at the dot in 
the middle of the grey squares. You should find that, 
in the top right-hand square you see orange (blue’s 
complement), in the bottom right-hand square you 
see green, and so on. This happens because, after 
looking at any colour for a little while, your eye 
automatically sees that colour’s complementary. 


Trace our picture of the cat. Paint the cat black 
and his collar in one of the primary colours. Now 
use the complementary colour of that primary for 
the background. See how the collar stands out? 
Try other colours that aren’t complementaries — 
do they work as well? 


You will need: 
thin card, poster paints, paint brush, old cup, 
paper fastener, scissors, compasses. 


GOLOUR FAN 


If you add yellow to blue to make green, there can be 
as many shades as you like between the two colours. 


3 Can you get to green in six pieces of card and 
then to yellow by the 12th? If not, just cut up some 
more card. Let it dry, then do the same on the other 
side with another two primary colours. 


\ 
‘ er et S55 
Ve 3cm e ac 
q Cut a rectangular template out of thin card for your 
colour fan, about 10 x 3cm. Draw round this to cut out 
11 more rectangles. Use a compass point to push a 
hole through the bottom of each rectangle. Make sure 


2 Mix up a little blue paint in an old cup. Paint a 
rectangle of card blue. Now add yellow paint very 
gradually to your blue paint. Every time you've added 
some, paint another piece of card with that mixture. 


4a When you've 
finished, keeping 
the cards in colour 
sequence, push a 
paper fastener 
through the holes 
to make a fan. 


your holes are in the same place on each piece of card. 


RE RIVER CONSERVATION ones 


66Well, this is a sight | like to see - humans who go out into the countryside and work on 
clearing up the countryside! About time, too, chosen areas. If you want to help, join a local 
this river had become very polluted, and not just group and you could soon be making your 
by rubbish. Chemicals from factories and environment a better place, too.99 er 


farmland, and slurry (liquid manure) all find their 
way into rivers and harm the environment. But Badger’s Challenge: how many 
there are lots.of conservation groups who are_.._ different causes of pollution can 
nig to.do something about pollution. Most of "you spot in this picture? 


emmpares kere pigers: i oy 


ae 


Secret World of..; “a 


Pollution is caused by factory waste, © 
by pesticides and fertilizers, by liquid 
manure escaping from farms, by 

— - rubbish and by untreated sewage 

j being discharged into the river. 


Whenever you pull out 
a plug or flush a toilet, 
dirty water goes down 
into the sewers. Most 
sewage is cleaned in 

. W, / special sewage works, 
A but some still goes 
untreated and flows 
out of sewage outlets 
» into the river. This can 
pollute the river with 
harmful bacteria. 


Rubbish doesn’t just pollute the environment, 
it is very dangerous to wildlife. Broken glass 
“SS Can injure animals, and small creatures 
: . can easily become trapped in 
cans and bottles. Even 
plastic can binders, 
which look harmless, 
fo \ can choke animals. 
SS 


— N 


Volunteers begin by clearing the 
rubbish from the water and 
riverbanks. They wear special gloves 
to protect their hands from harmful 
bacteria and sharp objects that 
might be in the water. 


By doing some simple tests, the volunteers 


can find out how polluted the water has When it rains, the fertilizers and pesticides that 
become. They record their 


* dth h farmers spray on their crops are washed into the 
} ete cbs aa he at yoo river. This makes the plants in the water grow in 
ational: Hivers: Authority: Ths huge amounts and at night they take the oxygen, 


organization is responsible which fish need to breathe, from the water. 
for protecting our 


o m ¥ rivers and can 
GE Ber 4’ |) trace where 
a ye q iH . 
adie the pollution is ‘ 


coming from. 


Clearing rubbish from shallow 
backwaters helps to provide 
ideal places for fish to spawn. 
Eggs that are laid in the main 
flow of the river are easily 
washed away by the current. 


PLANET 


I wish you humans would be more careful 
with your rubbish. Only the other day, | trod 
on a sharp tin lid, and poor Mrs Fieldmouse 
crawled into a plastic bottle and got stuck. It took us 
hours to get her out. Here are some tips on looking after 
your surroundings, and the animals that live in it. 


Check it before you bin it 


Cut in half so a _ Take these - 
that small It it’s aluminium, down to the 
animals don’t recycle it (if a magnet bottle bank. 


sticks to it, it’s not 
aluminium), otherwise 
put the lid inside and 
flatten the tin by 
standing on it. 


get stuck inside. 


Re-use these or tie 
a knot in them 
before you throw 
them away. 


Snip these so 
animals don’t 
uy) | get their legs 
~| tangled up in 
° yr, You can boil this 
up to make 
delicious 
chicken stock. 


Keep for making 
your own jams 
and marmalades. 


If you’ve got any 
poorly house if 
Lz plants, jose jt 
Into the leavés are goin 
compost heap! yellow, they 
might be 


You might not fancy old 


— revived by soggy salad, but it’s fine 
these into leftover tea for the compost heap. 
paper logs. (once it’s 


cooled down). / =: 1 


x WAY BOX 
i 
q If you want to save on fuel to help the environment, 
make a hay box for slow-cooking dishes. 
x Next time someone is making a stew for supper, ~ 
,.~%)" persuade him to make it first thing in the morning, 
SY » before you go to school. (Or you can use the hay box 
for porridge, which you put in before you go to bed.) 


You will need: 
strong cardboard box with lid, aluminium 
foil, hay, old blanket, casserole. 


4 Line the inside of a cardboard box and 
its lid with aluminium foil. The shiny side 
should be showing. 


2 Make a hay ‘nest’ inside 
the box. (If you can’t get hold 
of any hay, shredded 
newpaper or straw work well, 
too.) Make sure you leave 
room for the casserole dish. 


Squirrel says 


Ask an adult to help 
you take the hot 
casserole in and out 
of the hay box. 


3 Ask whoever’s cooking to 
get the casserole thoroughly . 
heated, but not cooked. Put it in the 
hay box and shut the lid. Cover the 
whole thing with an old blanket, 
weighed down with a big book, or 
something else heavy. 


4 By the time you get home from school, the 
casserole will be cooked right through. 


= Se A a a 
Recycle your old comics to make colourful envelopes. 


You will need: 
old comic, one envelope, scissors, pencil, glue, white paper. 


+ es jaw 1 Open out an envelope. (Take care 
/ i ie when undoing the glued edges.) Put a 
/ cross on each of the unglued edges 


jj —.___ that you’ve undoné. 
rc 
/ a, 


4 Cut out a big speech 
bubble from white paper 
and glue it to the front of 


2 Take out the staples 
from the middle of an 


+ he old comic, and choose 
, y; the most brightly the envelope so you ve 
xy coloured double page. got somewhere to write 

the address. 


J Put the opened-out 
? : envelope on top and 
._ draw round it. 


3 Cut the shape out and fold it 
in the same way as the original 
envelope. Glue down the same 
edges as you marked with a 
cross on the original envelope. 


What ki 
: in 
Kill fore, “dl i SWeets 


“Sdoup Play 


PAPER LOGS 


If you’ve got a wood-burning stove, or an 
open fire, make these logs to keep you 
warm and save on wood. 


You will need: 
cardboard rolls, newspaper, bucket, 
old tea towels. 


1 Collect empty cardboard rolls from 
toilet paper and kitchen rolls. Save old 
newspapers, and tear into small strips. 


2 Fill a bucket with warm water and 
put the newspaper pieces in it to 
soak overnight. In the morning, 
squeeze the water out of the paper 
and shape it into balls. 


3 Stuff the soggy balls 
into empty cardboard 
tubes. Wrap the tubes in 
tea towels and leave 
them somewhere warm 
overnight to dry out. 


4 These ‘logs’ 
can now be 
burned on the 
fire. They're slow 
burning, so it’s 
not too difficult 
to keep up a 
supply. 


If you want advice on how to look 
after your local environment, write to: 


WATCH ae a 
The Green / ‘ ins 
Witham Park / Squirrel “P , 
Waterside South { Ask an adult to 


Lincoln LN5 7JR go with you when 

you're river 
. watching. 
“= 
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Puzzle it ouf == | Vv 


FISHY WALES 


“ll show you a good place for food,” Speedy . 
said to Whistler. They set off and were soon flying 
in territory that Whistler did not recognize. They 
came down at a wild place on the river. The river 
was teeming with fish that kept leaping out of 
the water. 

“They are salmon,” Speedy explained. “They are 
going up-river to spawn and, because it’s steep, 
they have to jump.” 

“Let’s each choose a fish and see which one 
gets to the top first,” said Whistler. 

So they stood and watched. 


When the first fish finally reached the top, it 
was Whistler’s. “Hurray!” he shouted. 

“Well, we can’t eat anything here,” said 
Speedy. “Let’s go somewhere else!” So they 
flew off, leaving the salmon to struggle on. 


FISHY BITS 
Do you know where all these fishy bits go? 


MYSTERY FISH 
Fit the names of 

these fish into the 
fish:ladder and you 

will discover the 

~name of the mystery 
fish. The first one is ~ 
done for you. 


TWIN FISH 
Which two fish are exactly the same? 
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Fancy FISH ie 


Watch your fancy fish swim across your window! at 7 


as:) 


You'll need thin card, greaseproof 
paper, felt tips, glue, Blu-tack, 
scissors and string. 


4 Draw your own fish shape or 
trace this one on to card. Cut it out 
carefully. Bend it in half when you 
start cutting out the middle bits. 


2 Glue the fish shape on to greaseproof paper. ; 

Then colour in the fish as brightly as you can with 3 Make lots of colourful fish in various 

felt tips. Cut carefully round the edge of the fish. shapes, if you want. Cut different lengths of 
; string. Stick one end of the string to the fish 

and the other to your window with Blu-tack. 
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FISHY JOKES sii Wh: do ov call 
coc gi sa sand? 
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DELICIOUSSS! 


